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This is a course designed for teachers who are concerned to help children (ECS/K -  Grade/Year 6) to develop their thinking, interests and personal strengths in projects undertaken in school.  Discussion will focus on ways to help children to apply language and math skills and extend their knowledge in science and social studies.  Individual and collaborative learning, problem solving, field work, observational drawing and the use of a variety of graphic organizers will be examined through the in-depth study of local real world topics or themes.  Alternative forms of documentation, evaluation and assessment of children's learning will be examined.

The following teaching concerns will be addressed:

How to provide choices in the curriculum and maintain high standards of work

How to challenge the most able students and meet individual learning needs

How to offer multi-age experience and maintain grade level performance

How to guide children's learning while offering opportunities for autonomy

How to offer varieties of learning experience and ensure quality for all

Assessment:      Assessment will be based on two assignments.

1.  Contribution to discussion on the course webboard.

This is an email group: postings you make to the group are automatically distributed to the other members of the class.  You should aim to make a first posting at the latest by January 14. The discussion group adds to in-class discussion.  Formality is not required, however it is a good idea to keep contributions reasonably short (say 100-300 words) and user-friendly. Don't post essays. I will be monitoring the quality and frequency of contributions to the group: I will be looking at the degree of understanding of the issue being discussed and the take up of points you make by other contributors. Following these criteria I will assign a percentage, probably between 60 and 90 (corresponding to grade points 7 to 9). This percentage will contribute 30% to your final grade point for the course.

2.  One paper will be written according to a flexible format which will allow for later publication (voluntary) on the Projects website (see separate sheet).   There will be no examination.

Texts:
Katz, L.G. & Chard, S.C. (1989) Engaging Children's Minds: The Project Approach 

    Norwood, NJ: Ablex.

Chard, S.C. (1992 & '94)  The Project Approach: A Practical Guide for Teachers, 1 & 2    University of Alberta Printing   (Edition 2 (1998) Scholastic Inc.

